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PROGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

III.— THE SOUTHEKN STATES. 

BY MICHAEL Q. MULHALL, F. S. S. 



These are thirteen in number and include some of the ear- 
liest English settlements in North America. They cover an area 
of 816,000 square miles, or more than one-fourth of the Union, 
their population averaging 25 to the square mile, as compared 
with 140 in the Middle States. 

1850. 1890. 1897, est. 

Virginia* 1,420.000 2,419,000 2,5711,000 

North Carolina 870,000 1,618,000 1,750,000 

South Carolina 670.000 1,151.000 1.240.000 

Georgia 905,000 1,837,000 2,040,000 

Florida 90,000 891,000 510,000 

Alabama 77d,000 1,518.000 1,670,000 

Mississippi 605,000 1,290,000 1,380,000 

Louisiana 520,0 1,119.000 1,230,000 

Texas 215000 2.236,000 2,780,000 

Arkansas 2 0,000 1,190,000 1,540.000 

Kentucky.. 960,000 1,859,000 1,970,000 

Tennessee 1,005,000 1,768,000 1,890,000 

Southern States 8,240,000 18,391,000 80,570,000 

The increase of population since 1850 has been 150 per cent., 
the same ratio as in the Middle States, while that of the Union 
has exceeded 200 per cent. In the census of 1890 the Southern 
States had a male surplus of 2 per cent., whereas in the Middle 
States the sexes were equal, and New England had a female sur- 
plus of 3 per cent, over males. No less than 85 per cent, of the 
colored population of the Union is found in the Southern States, 
but even here the negro element is losing ground, a3 we see on 
comparing the census returns of 1S90 with those of 1870, viz. : 

1870. 1890. Increane, per cent. 

American, white 6,782,000 11,564,000 70.0 

" colored 4,179,000 6,423,000 53.6 

Foreigners *9C,000 404,000 39.3 

Southern States 11,251,000 18,891,000 64.2 

* Including West Virginia. 
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In 1870 the colored element formed 37 per cent, of the popu- 
lation ; in 1890 only 35 per cent. It is evident that there has 
been neither any emigration of negroes from these States since 
1870, nor any influx of them from other parts of the Union, see- 
ing that the increase of colored people in the interval showed the 
same ratio in these States as in the Union at large, namely, 53 per 
cent. Dr. Billings, in his luminous report on the Vital Statistics 
of the' United States (1886), shows that 1,000 colored women 
(age from 15 to 49) give birth to 164 children, and 1,000 white 
women to only 137, yearly ; that is to say, three colored women 
have as many children as four white, but such is infant mortality 
among negroes that their rate of increase is 16 per cent. less. 
The Southern States are remarkable for the small number of 
cities and towns, although urban population has more than 

doubled since 1870, viz.: 

Urban. Rural. 

'"WO. 1890 ' 1870. 1890. 

Louisiana 191,000 264,000 536.000 855.000 

Kentucky 155,000 254,000 1,K}6,000 1,601,000 

Virginia 133.000 257,000 1.534,000 2,162,000 

Texas 26,000 217,000 79^,000 -2,019.000 

Other States 271,000 697,000 6 446,009 10,061,000 

Southern States 776,000 1,693,000 10,475,000 16,698,000 

Thus urban population rose 118, rural only 59 per cent., but 

the latter still forms nine-tenths of the total, agriculture being 

the chief occupation of the people. The climate is apparently 

little suited to Europeans, if we are to judge from the fact that 

foreigners compose only two per cent, of the population : they 

are found mostly in Texas and Florida. 

Agriculture. — The improved area has more than doubled 

since 1850, viz. : 

Acres. Acres per inhabitant. 

1850. 1890. 1850. 189? 

Texas 640,000 30.750,000 3.0 9.3 

Virginia 10,36n,0l)0 13,680.000 7.4 5.7 

Kentucky 5,970,' '00 11,830,000 6.2 6.4 

Georgia 6,380,000 9,58(,000 7 1 5.3 

Tennessee 5,180,000 9.360,000 5.2 5.3 

OtherS:ates 20,120,lj00 38.6<O,0U0 58 4.7 

Southern States 48,650,000 103,790,000 5.9 5.6 

Here we have a farming area of 5^- acres per inhabitant, 

against 2£ in the Middle States, and yet the South does not raise 

enough grain for its requirements, the production of food per 

inhabitant having greatly declined in the last forty years, viz. : 
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Tons produced. Pounds per inhabitant. 

, > , , • , 

Grain. Meat. Grain. Meat. 

1850 9,07(1,(100 1,210.000 2.460 330 

1895 15,800,000 1,630 000 1,820 190 

There are only two of the Southern States that raise enough 
grain for home consumption — Kentucky and Tennessee, in which 
the production exceeds one ton per inhabitant ; the others sub- 
sist four months of the year on grain from the Prairie States. There 
is, meantime, a large meat surplus, at least 500,000 tons, part of 
which goes to feed the Middle States, the rest being exported. 
Texas alone produces 560,000 tons, and has no rival in the United 
States, being 110,000 tons ahead of Iowa, which holds second 
place. As regards dairy products the South has neither surplus 
nor deficit, the number of milch cows being just sufficient for a 
population of 20 millions. There is, however, a deficiency in 
poultry, the production of eggs allowing only 114 to each inhab- 
itant, the average consumption in the United States (1890) being 
160 per head. The Southern States produce some crops peculiar 
to themselves, such as cotton, rice, and sugar, besides which they 
raise three-fourths of the tobacco of the Union ; there has been a 
notable increase in cotton and tobacco, but not in the other two 
items, viz. : 

1850. 1894. 

Cotton, bales 2,470,000 9,480,000 

Tobacco, tons 65,000 130,000 

Sugar, " 130,000 130,000 

Bice, " 95,000 60,000 

The cotton crop (of which one-third is grown in Texas) 
covers an area of 24,000,000 acres, which is equal to the aggre- 
gate extent of three European kingdoms — Holland, Belgium, and 
Denmark. One-half of the tobacco crop of the United States is 
grown in Kentucky. The value of crops and pastoral products 
in the Southern States is 26 per cent, of that of the Union, 
the average for the years 1893-94-95 showing approximately as 
follows : 

Millions 
Tons. dollars. 

Grain 14,500,000 270 

Cotton 1,760.000 245 

Meat 1,630,000 185 

Tallow and lard 300.CO0 27 

Hay 4,500,000 48 

Potatoes. 420,000 10 

Dairy products 9S 

Sundries 127 

Total. 1,005 
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The above gross product gives an average of $10 an acre, 
against $14 in the Middle States. Whether the result of negro 
emancipation or other cause, the average size of farms is steadily 
declining, having fallen from 100 acres in 1850 to 68 in 1870, and 
58 in 1890. Texas has the largest, with an average of 90 acres ; 
Florida the smallest, only 33 acres. The following table shows 
the agricultural wealth of the South in 1850 and 1890, as well as 
the average price of land per acre : 

Farms, millions dollar!. Land, dollars per acre. 

1850. 1J00? ' 1860. 1890. ' 

Virginia 257 478 21 80 

Kentucky 190 428 26 29 

Tennesaeee. 133 S13 L9 26 

Texas 29 517 25 19 

Other States 623 1,197 17 20 

The South 1,233 2,928 »0 23 

In 1890 the average capital represented by each Southern 
farm was $1,630, or one-third of that of a farm in the Middle 
States, but if we compare product with capital we find that farm- 
ing is more profitable in the South, viz. : 

Average per farm, dollars. 

, ■ . Ratio of product. 

Capital. Produot. Per cent. 

The South 1,630 558 34 

MiddleStates 5,060 980 19 

The value of Southern farm products divided among the popu- 
lation gives an average of $50 per head, against $34 in the Middle 
States, and $56 for the Union at large. 

Forestry. — Tho Southern States include nearly half the forest 
area of the Union, being so rich in timber that they have 12 
acres of forest to each inhabitant, viz. : 

Acres. 

, > , Ratio Acres forest 

Total area. Forest. of forest, per inhabitant. 

Texas 175.600,000 38,700,000 22 p. e. 17 

Arkannas 83,400,000 20,400.000 61 " 17 

Florida 87,90" 000 2n.HOO.000 58 " 62 

OtherStates 264,100,0t>0 133,900,»00 50 " 9 

The South 511,000,000 212,300,000 43 " 12 

According to the Agricultural Report of 1894 the South pro- 
duces one-fifth of the lumber of the Union, that is about 900 
million cubic feet per annum, valued at 47 million dollars ; but 
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if we include the timber used for firewood, fences, etc., the total 
cutting is supposed to reach 100 million tons, worth 200 million 
dollars, which is less than a dollar an acre, whereas the forests of 
the whole Union produce an average of $2.20 per acre. 

Manufactures. — The census returns of 1890 compare with 
those of 1850 thus — 





No. of 
Operatives. 

104,000 

459,000 


MMlons dollars. 


Per operative. 


1850 ... 
1880 


Wages. Product. 
83 108 

188 706 


Wages. Product. 

♦221 1990 
366 1,535 



The average product per operative has risen 54 per cent., 
wages 66 per cent., showing that the working classes are in every 
respect gainers by the advance in this branch of industry. Manu- 
factures are, nevertheless, in their infancy, the output being 
equal to no more than $39 per inhabitant, against $253 in the 
Middle States. Kentucky is, meantime, considerably ahead of 
the other Southern States, showing a ratio of $68 per head. 
The inferiority of the South as regards manufactures is prob- 
ably due to two causes ; first, the lower level of instruction, 
owing to one-third of the population being colored ; secondly, the 
fact that the average wealth per inhabitant is much less than in 
other parts of the Union, and hence the ability to consume manu- 
factures less. 

Mining. — Before the Oalifornian epoch it was customary to 
regard North Carolina as an auriferous State, its total yield in 
50 years (down to 1850) amounting to 21 tons of pure gold, 
worth 15 million dollars, according to Professor Whitney. In 
subsequent years the yield has heen insignificant, the Southern 
States collectively, in 1890, producing only 15,000 ounces of gold 
and 340,000 ounces of silver. Coal and iron are now the chief 
minerals, the last census showing as follows — 

Tons. Value of all 

. ' . minerals, 

Coal. Iron-ore. dollars. 

Virginia 7,100.000 510.000 lS.OuO.OOO 

Alabama 8,600,000 1,570.000 9,800 000 

Tennessee 1.900,000 470.000 6,00000 

OtherStates 8,900,000 350,€00 14,400,000 

TheSouth 16,500,000 2,900,008 43,700,000 

The mineral output represents a value of only two dollars per 
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inhabitant ; the average for the whole Union being nine dollars 
per head. 

Commerce. — The Southern States possess no fewer than five of 
the eleven seaports of the Union which have commercial rela- 
tions of any note with foreign countries, but they are of minor 
rank, the total clearances not quite reaching two million tons 
yearly, so that their aggregate trade is little more than that of 
Boston. The Southern ports are New Orleans, Savannah, Gal- 
veston, Mobile, and Charleston, whose official returns show thus • 

Tonnage cleared. 

' 1854. 1894 

NewOrleans 605 0(l0 l,05u,000 

Otherports 885,000 890,000 

Southern ports 830,000 1,940,000 

The trade of the South with foreign countries has only 
doubled in 40 years, while that of the Middle States has quad- 
rupled. 

Railways. — In 1896 these States possessed 42,800 miles of 
railway, which represented a cost of 1,925 millions, say $45,000 
per mile, or one-fourth less than the average cost of American 
lines. Although construction has been so cheap, the mileage is 
totally insufficient for the proper development of the South, 
being only 53 miles of railway to 1,000 square miles of area, 
whereas the ratio in the Prairie States is 108 miles. Thus it may 
be said that the South stands in need of double the length of 
existing lines. 

Banking. — So little is banking used in the South that the dis- 
counts in 1895 did not exceed 233 million dollars, or 112 per in- 
habitant, the average for the Union being $40. The most 
business is done in Texas and Kentucky, viz. : 

Discounts, Dollars per 

dollars. inhabitant. 

Texas 64.800,000 26 

Kentucky 40,000,000 21 

OtherStates 128,700,000 8 

The South 233,000,000 12 

As for savings banks, the deposits hardly reach 50 cents per 
inhabitant, as against $52 in the Middle States. 
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Wealth. — In 1890 the components of wealth were : 

Millions dollars. 

, * x Dollars per 

Farms. Houses. Railways Sundries. Total, inhabitant. 

Texas 517 830 447 333 3,106 942 

Virginias.... 473 314 236 278 1,801 538 

Kentucky.... 428 366 142 236 1,172 «#• 

Carolinas.... 337 173 366 209 985 355 

Tennessee.... 313 241 153 181 888 502 

Georgia 189 263 227 173 853 464 

Arkansas...-. 270* 141 106 145 663 555 

Alabama. ... 146 160 175 142 623 411 

Louisiana... 110 187 92 107 496 440 

Mississippi.. 167 81 120 86 454 352 

Florida 81 123 127 58 389 995 

The South.. 8,031 2,869 2,091 1,937 9,938 540 

Average wealth per inhabitant is much higher in Texas and 
Florida than in the other Southern States, which coincides with the 
fact that they are the only States of the South where the foreign 
population is considerable, showing what influence European 
settlers have in the increase of wealth. The other 11 States in 
1890 possessed 7,433 million dollars, with an aggregate population 
of 15,800,000 souls, equal to $470 per head, or half the average 
that corresponded to the inhabitants of Texas and Florida. It 
may be observed that the value of house property is relatively small, 
only $155 per inhabitant as compared with $660 in the Middle 
States, which is partly explained by the small number of cities 
and of urban population, already adverted to. The increase of 
wealth per inhabitant in 40 years has been very great in Texas 
and Florida, but not so in the other States as shown in the cen- 
sus returns, viz.: 

Dollars Annual 

Millions dollars. per inhabitant. increase, 

. ' . . " > dollars 

1850. 1890. 1850. 1850. per head. 

Texas ... 53 3,106 246 943 47.80 

Virginia 431 1,301 303 538 11.70 

Kentucky 302 1,172 308 630 15.50 

Tennessee 201 888 201 502 12.70 

Arkansas 40 662 190 555 23 70 

Florida 33 389 255 995 41.60 

Other six States 1,541 3,410 350 405 7.60 

The South 2,591 9,928 314 540 14 50 

If Texas and Florida were excluded the average accumulation 
in the rest of the Southern States would be found not to have 
exceeded $10.80 per inhabitant yearly, while the average for the 

* Including Indian Territory and Oklahoma. 
\Oh. CLXV. — NO. 488. 4 
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whole Union was $35.30. The proportions of real and personal 

property in 1890 showed as follows : 

Dollars per Inhabitant. 

, *- __ , Real 

Real. Personal. Total. percentage. 

Texas 546 397 942 58 

Virginia 298 340 538 55 

Kentucky 383 317 630 61 

Florida 501 494 995 51 

Other States 315 316 431 50 

The South 289 251 540 58 

Real property constitutes only 53 per cent, of wealth, whereas 
in the Union at large it stands for 60 per cent. Insurance is not 
much in use, the amount of insured property being no more than 
442 millions, or $23 per inhabitant, against $685 in New England. 
The sum of Southern insurance is only 4£ per cent, of wealth, 
whereas in the whole Union the ratio is 30 per cent. 

Mortgages are very light, the total not exceeding 408 million 

dollars, or 8 per cent, of the value of real estate, viz. : 

Millions dollars. 

Real estate. Mortgage. Ratio. 

Texas 1,220 94 7.T 

Virginias 720 49 6/8 

Kentucky 713 46 6.4 

Other States 2,673 319 8.J1 

The South 5,335 408 7.7 

Farms are mortgaged to 11 per cent., houses 5 per cent, of 

their value. The sum paid yearly for interest is 32 millions, or 

$1.80 per inhabitant, as compared with $6.20 in New England. 

The fewness of mortgages in the South is partly accounted for 

by the high rate of interest, which averages 8 per cent., whereas 

the general rate for the whole Union in 1890 was only 6£ per 

cent. Meantime the rate varies greatly in the South, from 6 per 

cent, in Tennessee and Virginia to almost 10 per cent, iu Texas 

and Florida. 

Finances. — The aggregate of State and local taxes in 1890 

was $58,000,000, equal to $3.10 per inhabitant, against $9.70 in 

the Middle States. The returns in 1890 showed as follows : 

Dollars 
Taxes, dollars. per inhabitant. 

Texas 9,820,000 4.10 

Virginia 8,480,000 3 50 

Kentucky 7,380,000 4.00 

Other States 32.120,000 2.60 

The South 57,800,000 3.10 

Local taxes are comparatively low, because the population is 
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nine-tenths rural, and also because education is so neglected that 
the expenditure on schools (84 cents per inhabitant) is only one- 
third of what it ought to be. 

Education. — There is a painful contrast between the state of 
public instruction in the South and in the rest of the Union, one- 
third of the Southern population being illiterate, according to 
the census of 1890, viz. : 

Pop. over 10 Years. Illiterate. Per cent. 

Whites 8,579,000 1,358,000 15.8 

Colored 4,516,000 2,775,000 61.5 

The South 13,095,000 4,133,000 31.6 

The above shows not merely that the education of negroes is 
neglected, but also that among whites the ratio of illiteracy is ten 
times as high as among the native population of New England. 
Nevertheless, some progress has been made since the War of 
Emancipation, for we find that the number of children attending 
school (1895) has risen to 14 per cent, of the population, as com- 
pared with 10 per cent, in 1860. 

The condition of the Southern States is unsatisfactory, not 
merely because in education, industry, and wealth they are much 
behind the rest of the Union, but because, owing to want of fa- 
cilities, their resources are not properly developed. It is true 
that one-third of the population is colored, but even allowing for 
this fact, there is no reason why the South is not altogether on a 
par with one of its own States, Texas, which has 22 per cent, of 
its population colored. With regard to the number of its inhabit- 
ants, Texas has 45 per cent, more railways, 110 per cent, more 
banks than the other States of the South, and each of its hands 
employed in farming produces nearly three times as much, viz. : 

Dollars 
Farming hands. Product dollars, per hand. 

Texas 430,U00 250,COO,000 580 

Other States 3,420,000 755,000,000 220 

The South 3,850,000 1,005,000,000 261 

More schools, more railways, more banks, are needed in the 
Southern States, and if persevering efforts are made in this direc- 
tion the results will certainly prove successful. 

Michael Gk Mulhall, P. S. S. 



